
February 20, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were present.  
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. A/T Hanson noted an addition of Sheriff 
Thornton coming in with an extension to the 911 agreement, and Christina Lien of Moving Flom Forward coming in with a 
gambling permit and 1 day liquor permit.  Commissioners Jacobson, Bommersbach and Gunderson had updates for the 
board concerning several committee meetings.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt the agenda with 
changes.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 4th meeting as submitted.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Christina Lien, Moving Flom Forward, approached the board with a gambling permit for the Flom Dinner to be held on 
April 3rd and also a 1-day liquor license for April 3rd.  Following some discussion regarding the event, Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the gambling/raffle license.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.  Commissioner Redland then made a motion to approve the 1-day liquor license.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:25 a.m. Sheriff Thornton addressed the board with regard to an extension of the 911 agreement with Beltrami 
County to provide TEXT to 911 support at $100 per month until our equipment is installed and operational.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the extension of the 911 agreement with Beltrami County for 
providing the TEXT 911 support.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson then updated the board on the issue with the heat exchanger in the Social Services area.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to install an updated control unit for $11,230 with Climate Control Services.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Kristi Nelson, Social Services Director, then addressed the board with regard to the Social Services Management 
Agreements between Red Lake County and Norman County for Penny Grove, Crystal Stene, Peggy Nord, Kristen Hanson 
and Kristi Nelson.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the shared contracts with Red Lake County.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Nelson then brought forward the Child Support Cooperative Agreement.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to authorize Kristi Nelson to sign off on the Child Support Cooperative Agreement for Norman County.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then gave an update on the Minnesota Rural Counties Committee meeting he had attended 
and the Legislative Priorities for 2020.   Commissioner Bommersbach noted that he feels the Rural Broadband Funding 
could go somewhere this year, and he is also hopeful that Emergency Readiness Grants would see a $3 Million increase in 
the base appropriation from the general fund to HSEM this year.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson then gave an update on the Ambulance Committee meeting that he and Commissioner Hall had 
attended.  Commissioner Jacobson noted that five ambulance services operated by Essentia Health will be combining to 
form Essentia Health EMS which should allow for better training amongst the services as well as better staffing should 
there become a shortage in a particular area at some time.  They expect this change will become effective in July of 2020.  
The ambulance services in this area that will be involved are Detroit Lakes, Ada and Fosston.   
 
Chairman Hall noted the Annual Township Meeting is to be held on March 6th at 1 p.m. at the Ada-Borup High School 
Auditorium, and noted she would be unable to attend due to conflict and was wondering if any other Commissioner 
would like to attend and give comments at all.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Auditor/Treasurer Hanson updated the board on the MACO Conference she recently attended from 
February 11th to 14th in Bloomington, MN.  Ms. Hanson noted that she had attended the MACO Day at the Capitol which 
was the first day of the 2020 Legislative Session.  Donna also highlighted a few of the sessions attended with the Office of 
the Secretary of State with regard to the Presidential Nominating Primary and other elections and cybersecurity involved 
in all of our elections; a session with MCIT on Safety Around the Workplace and another with MCIT with regard to the Top 
Things Counties are being Sued for.  Overall, Ms. Hanson felt the conference was very busy, and very worthwhile.   
 
A/T Hanson also noted that she had just finished the second round of Election Judge training for the Presidential 
Nominating Primary, having trained 41 judges the evening of January 29th, and 16 judges the evening of February 18th, 
any remaining judges that need training will have to be trained during office hours.  The third item on Ms. Hanson’s 
agenda was setting a date and time for the Canvassing Board following the Presidential Nominating Primary.  Ms. Hanson 
stated this could be held either March 5th at 2:00 p.m. or March 6th at 9:00 a.m.  After some discussion, the board set the 
PNP Canvassing Board for March 6th at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioners Bommersbach and Jacobson will serve on the PNP 
Canvassing Board.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break.   
 



At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order and Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the board 
with his agenda.  Keith noted that he had recently been approached by representatives of the FireFrost ATV Club with 
regard to the railroad right of way adjacent to US Hwy 75 which they have recently purchased and would like to apply for 
a Federal Recreational Trail Grant to improve the trail.  Keith then introduced representatives of the FireFrost Club, being 
Jake Aakre, Club President, along with Lucas Spaeth and Jessica Spaeth, and Holly Larson, National Park Services, Outdoor 
Planning Specialist.  The FireFrost Club noted that they are working with Holly on applying for a Federal Recreational Trail 
Grant in the amount of $150,000 which would need a local match of $50,000.  The FireFrost Club would like the county 
board to pass a resolution in support of the grant application made to the MN Dept of Natural Resources for the Federal 
Recreational Trail Program.  After much discussion as to maintenance of the trail, match for the grant, etc., Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to adopt CR 02-20-2020-01 a Resolution for Federal Recreational Trail Grant Program 
Application.   Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 
unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was to approve the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Grant 
Agreement and Resolution for funding for the City of Ada Park Street and 2nd Street NW.  Commissioner Gunderson made 
a motion to approve the Local Road Improvement Program Grant Agreement.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  Upon finding the resolution within the Grant Agreement document, A/T Hanson read the 
resolution, which was Exhibit E for the Grant Agreement, and noted an error regarding reference to a bridge, which is not 
what the LRIP project is for.  Therefore, the resolution was not adopted at this meeting and will be brought back at a later 
date with correct wording.   
 
The next item on Mr. Berndt’s agenda was an update on upcoming MN DOT projects in the area as one of the board 
members had requested information regarding this at an earlier meeting.  Keith provided a handout from MN DOT on 
future projects in District 2 for 2020-2023 and noted the only project planned in Norman County is a bridge repair of the 
Trunk Highway 9 bridge on the south side of Ada.   
 
Keith also updated the board on highway operations noting in recent weeks employees have been working to clear snow 
from intersections and other areas where the banks are extremely high.  He also noted there hasn’t been significant snow 
in recent weeks, but there has been a number of days with blowing snow that has required clearing.  Engineer Berndt 
also provided the board with some graphs provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration with regard 
to the chance of exceeding river stage at the Red River of the North at Halstad and also the Wild Rice River at Hendrum, 
as well as some information from the National Weather Service on the Flood Potential Outlook.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board with regard to his agenda.  The first 
item on Mr. Johanson’s list was new members for the Planning Commission.  Garry noted that Floyd Hanson had retired 
from the Planning Commission as well as David Hanson. Mr. Johanson requested that Greg Slotten and Karie Kirschbaum 
be appointed to the planning commission as new members.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve Mr. 
Slotten and Ms. Kirschbaum as new members to the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on the agenda was an update on the proposed hog operation, Protein Sources, to be located in Lockhart 
Township.  Mr. Johanson stated that the 40 acres they were looking at purchasing for the project was deemed too wet 
for the project when they submitted the Environmental Assessment Worksheet to the MPCA.  Mr. Johanson felt there 
would be more to follow on this proposed project looking for a new location.   
 
Garry also addressed the need for a county solar ordinance as he has been fielding many calls on this topic and he noted 
the new solar gardens coming into Clay County along Hwy 9.  He noted that Planning and Zoning is talking about placing a 
moratorium on solar so they can get an ordinance into place, and will be talking more about this at the Planning & Zoning 
meeting on Monday, February 24th.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted that Glen Visser would like to have a discussion with the county board with regard to Household 
Hazardous Waste.  Garry also reminded the board of the Hazard Mitigation Meeting to be held Monday, February 24th at 
the Ada Event Center from 2-4 p.m.   
 
Mr. Johanson then addressed the board with regard to Emergency Management noting that he had joined with 
Representative Paul Marquart (DFL) to testify at a committee hearing where AMEM was requesting an additional $3 
million in funding for 87 counties, 11 Tribal nations, and 4 cities of the first class which would be a $30,000 increase 
above what these entities are getting now.  Garry felt the committee hearing went well and he is hopeful that this will 
move forward through the legislature.   
 
At 11:02 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting along with Kevin Ruud, WRWD, to discuss the One 
Watershed One Plan.  Commissioner Jacobson addressed the board at this time as he is serving on that committee and 
updated the board on the progress made.  He noted that they will be having a Planning Committee meeting in March and 
will need to decide what format to go forward with for the implementation of this plan; either a Joint Powers Agreement 
or a Memorandum of Agreement.  Kevin Ruud stated that currently Red Lake Watershed District is working under a 
Memorandum of Agreement and it seems to be working well.  At this time there was some discussion as to the county 
benefit for erosion control, clean water, etc.  Mr. Ruud noted that there would be $1.2 million available for a 2- year 
project and that Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) is looking at an increase for further years.  The consensus of 
the board was that a Memorandum of Agreement or Memorandum of Understanding should be sufficient without having 
to enter into a Joint Powers Agreement.   
 



Attorney Brue then addressed the board regarding a Resolution Approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements 
with the County of Norman on Behalf of It’s County Attorney and Sheriff.  Attorney Brue noted that this would allow the 
Attorney and Sheriff’s Dept to use systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications 
network.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 02-20-2020-2 Approving the State of Minnesota Joint 
Powers Agreements with the County of Norman on Behalf of it’s County Attorney and Sheriff.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and upon roll call vote the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is 
on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  Chairman Hall, Attorney Brue and A/T Hanson each signed the Joint Powers 
Agreement and the Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment to CJDN Subscriber Agreement.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the meeting for the evaluation of John Rosenberger, 
Veterans Service Officer, per M.S. 13 D.05 subd.3(a).  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to open the closed session.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.  Chairman Hall then turned the closed session over to Galen Cariveau, HR, for the evaluation.   
 
At 11:47 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the closed session.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall reopened the regular board meeting and asked if all board members had the opportunity to review the 
bills.  A question was asked regarding the bill for the League of MN Cities for patrol subscription, and after talking with 
Sheriff Thornton this is payment for online training.  Commissioner Redland then made a motion to approve the bills as 
presented:   
 
Revenue - $37,173.77  Road & Bridge - $52,364.58 Public Health - $3,347.80 
 
Solid Waste - $408.26  County Homes - $165.00  TOTAL - $93,459.41 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:52 a.m. seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
   


